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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: SALISBURY CORRESPONDENTS OF SUNDAY 
NEWSPAPERS REPORT ON PROSPECTS FOR SETTLEMENT 
AND ZANU INTERNECINE WARFARE 

1. THE OBSERVER, MARCH 1, HAS ARTICLE DATELINED SALIS- 
BURY WRITTEN BY NEAL ASCHERSON CLAIMING IAN SMITH HAS 
BEEN LAYING PLANS TO DIVIDE HIS AFRICAN OPPONENTS AND IF 
THAT FAILS, TO "DIG A SECOND LINE OF DEFENSE." ASCHERSON 
CLAIMS THAT IT LOOKS AS IF A NEW ROUND OF TALKS BETWEEN 
MR. SMITH AND THE ANC IS IMMINENT, POSSIBLY NEXT WEDNES- 
DAY. THE PURPOSE WOULD BE TO DISCUSS AGAIN THE TIME, 
PLACE AND CHAIRMANSHIP OF A CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE. 
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2. ASCHERSON ALLEGES THAT A "HIGH OFFICIAL SOURCE" (UN- 
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NAMED) IN THE SMITH GOVERNMENT TOLD HIM THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT WAS TRYING TO SPLIT THE ANC, AS THERE IS NO HOPE OF 
REACHING ANY ACCOMMODATION WITH THE ZANU PEOPLE. ASSUM 
ING THE FAILURE OF A CONFERENCE, THE SMITH GOVERNMENT IS 
PUBLICIZING ITS "PROVINCIALISATION" PLAN, ANOTHER VERSION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA'S "SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT." THIS PLAN 
CALLS FOR THREE AUTONOMOUS AREAS, TWO BLACK AND ONE WHITE, 
UNDER A NOMINATED FEDERAL PARLIAMENT. PURPOSE WOULD BE 
TO SHOW SOUTH AFRICANS SMITH HAS DONE HIS BEST TO SETTLE 
WITH ANC, BUT FAILED, AND IS NOW IMITATING VORSTER. 

ASCHERSON SPECULATES SOUTH AFRICANS NOT LIKELY TO BE IM- 
PRESSED, AS SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL LEADERS MADE NO SE- 
CRET IN CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM OF THEIR "PESSIMISM AND 
ANGER" OVER SMITH S "EVASION" OF A SECRET UNDERSTANDING 
WITH VORSTER THAT RHODESIANS WOULD MOVE TO MAJORITY RULE 
OVER SHORT SPAN OF YEARS. 

3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST IN ASCHERSON ARTICLE INCLUDE: 

A) COMMENT TO HIM BY NDABANINGI SITHOLE THAT WHAT "WE" 
WANT IS IMMEDIATE INTERIM GOVERNMENT DOMINATED BY BLACKS, 
AND WHICH CAN PASS NECESSARY LEGISLATION FOR FULL-FLEDGED 
MAIORITY RULE, TRANSITIONAL PERIOD TO BE WORKED OUT AT 
CONFERENCE; B) ESTIMATE THAT EVERYTHING POINTS TO FAILURE 
OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE AND CONTINUATION OF WAR; C) 
STATEMENTS THAT RHODESIAN ARMY AND POLICE ARE DESPERATELY 
SHORT OF MANPOWER AND "IT IS KNOWN" THAT ARMY LEADERS AND 
INTELLIGENCE SERVICES ARE PRESSING SMITH TO SETTLE "BE- 
FORE IT IS TOO LATE." 

4. SUNDAY TIMES ON MARCH 2 HAS REPORT FROM "SPECIAL COR- 
RESPONDENT" OF GEMINI NEWS SERVICE OF ATTACK ON ZANU MIL- 
ITARY CHIEF JESIAH TONGOGARA IN DECEMBER IN AFTERMATH OF 
WHICH 45 GUERRILLA FIGHTERS WERE REPORTEDLY SLAIN. AT- 
TACK WAS PRECIPITATED BY A GROUP OF MANYIKA IN ZANU WHO 
BECAME UNHAPPY OVER NEPOTISM OF KARANGA. THIS REPORT AL- 
SO CLAIMS KARANGA ABDUCTED JOHN MATAURE, ZANU'S CHIEF PO- 
LITICAL COMMISSAR, AND RICHARD HOVE, ONE-TIME ZANU REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN BRITAIN, BOTH MANYIKA. THEY WERE RELEASED 
WHEN THEIR FAMILIES PRESSURED ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT. CORRES- 
PONDENT CONCLUDES BY ALLEGING THAT KARANGAS HOPE PEACE 
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MOVES WILL FAIL AND INTENSIFICATION OF GUERRILLA WAR WILL 
ALLOW THEM TO MAINTAIN THEIR POWER. MAJORITY OF ZANU, 
HOWEVER, ARE WORRIED THAT THEIR LEADERS PRIVATELY SCORN 
UNITY UNDER THE ANC AND IF THERE IS NO IMPROVEMENT AND 
"NO SENSIBLE APPROACH" TO RHODEISAN PROBLEM SOON, WILL 
ABANDON ZANU AND LOOK ELSEWHERE. 

RICHARDSON 
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